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 Williams City Council Minutes 
810 E Street / P.O. Box 310, Williams, CA 95987 

 
Regular Meeting of the City Council 

November 12, 2008 
Minutes 

 
The City Council of the City of Williams met the 12th day of November, 2008 at the 
hour of 6:00pm.  
 
1. ROLL CALL: 

 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Mark Azevedo, Don Barker, Angela Fulcher, 
Eddie Johnson, and Mayor Patricia Ash. 

 
ABSENT: None. 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   
 James Manning, City Administrator 

   James Saso, Chief of Police and members of the Williams Police Dept. 
   Jeff Gilbert, Fire Chief and members of the Williams Fire Dept. 
   Wes Goforth, Public Works Director 

Rene Miles, City Clerk 
   Ann Siprelle, City Attorney 
   Monica Aguayo, Assistant City Planner 
   Patricia Cervantes, City Finance Director 
   
   Others: 

Please see attached sign-in sheet. 
 

2.  Mayor Ash opened the meeting at 6:00pm leading with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

  
3.   Mayor Ash declared time for a period of public comment. 

 
After hearing no comment from the public, Mayor Ash closed the period of 
public comment. 
 

4.   Mayor Ash declared time for approval of the Consent Agenda Items a-d. 
Councilmember Johnson moved to approve the Consent Agenda as is.  Motion 
seconded by Councilmember Barker.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor Ash. 
Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. 
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5.   Mayor Ash presented a proclamation to the Williams Fire Department 
and the Williams Police Department to express sincere appreciation and gratitude 
for the professional services these departments provided during the recent bus 
accident which occurred on October 5, 2008 and resulted in 32 injuries and 9 
casualties.  Fire Chief, Jeff Gilbert accepted the honor on behalf of the Williams Fire 
Department, and Police Chief, James Saso, accepted the honor on behalf of the 
Williams Police Department. 
 
6.   Ms. Monica Aguayo addressed the Council and public regarding the City’s 
participation in the 2008/2009 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Program and the related fiscal impact on the City, and also explained the purpose 
of the public hearing. 
 

Mayor Ash opened a Public Hearing for the 2008/2009 CDBG Program, to 
receive comments from the public concerning the City’s participation in the 2008-
2009 CDBG Program. 

 
After hearing no comments related to the CDBG Program from the Council or 

public, Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 
 

7.    Mr. Manning addressed the Council and the public regarding Resolution 08- 
17 Adopting an Increase to the City of Williams’ Water and Sewer Service Fees.   
 
 Mr. Greg Clumpner of Foresight Consulting presented an Overview of the 
Water and Sewer Rate Study and was available to answer questions during the 
public hearing. 
 

Mayor Ash opened a Public Hearing to receive comments from the public.  The 
following citizens and councilmembers came forward to ask questions, receive 
clarification, or express disapproval concerning the issue at hand: 

 Kathy Hopkins, 410 8th St., Williams, CA; questions/clarifications 
 Mark Azevedo, Councilmember; questions/clarifications 
 Eddie Johnson, Councilmember; questions/clarifications 
 Stephen Marsh, 6343 Myers Rd, Williams, CA; questions/clarifications 

Sharon Singh, 1010 Constitution Ave. NE, Washington D.C. and also 
owns property at 9th and E Streets in Williams; questions/clarifications 

 John Troughton, Jr., 1345 E St, Williams, CA; questions/clarifications 
William Boeger, 2041 Delgado Way, Sacramento, CA, and property 
owner of a self-storage facility at 215 6th St in Williams; Mr. Boeger     
requested that a protest letter be recorded in the minutes, which is 
attached hereto. 
Anil Patel, 330 7th St., Williams, CA; requested that the City provide the 
citizens with a copy of recent audit reports as a bulk mailing and that 
the City Council research the last several years to account for monies 
that were collected through raises in water and sewer rates since year 
2002, and respond to his concerns; opposed rate increases. 
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Vernette Marsh, commercial property owner in Williams, of Davis, CA; 
opposed rate increase. 
Sarvan Singh, 929 9th St., provided handout to Council regarding local 
unemployment rates, attached hereto; opposed rate increase. 
Jean Boyce, 942 12th St, Williams, CA and owns business at 570 7th St., 
Williams; questions/clarifications. 
Joel Roeland, 503 Waterfowl, Williams, CA; questions/clarifications. 
Anil Patel, questions/clarifications/re-stated opposition to rate increase 
and suggested that the City Council look into this matter further. 

 
After hearing no further comments or questions from the public,  Mayor Ash 

closed the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Manning then asked the City Clerk for a count of the number of protest 

votes that have been received by the City.  The City Clerk responded with 169 
unofficial (have not been verified as valid) written protests.  Based on this number, it 
was then determined by Mr. Manning that the City did not receive written protests 
against the establishment and imposition of the proposed increases to the water and 
sewer fees from a majority of the affected ratepayers.   

 
Before moving on, Councilmember Barker requested that Mr. Manning explain 

further details regarding the water and sewer funds.  Mayor Ash also requested Mr. 
Manning to explain specifically the difference between the General Fund and 
Enterprise Fund to clarify the difference for the public.  Mr. Manning responded. 

 
After hearing no further comments from the Council, Mayor Ash asked for a 

motion.   Councilmember Barker moved to Adopt Resolution 08-17 Adopting an 
Increase to the City of Williams Water and Sewer Service Fees.  Motion seconded by 
Councilmember  Fulcher.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Barker, Fulcher, and Mayor Ash. 
 Noes:  Councilmember Johnson. 

Abstain: Councilmember Azevedo. 
 
8. Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding the paving and striping of the 
City Hall parking lot.  The parking has deteriorated and, in order to prevent injury, 
provide better drainage, and serve as an example to other businesses in the City, City 
staff has determined that this project is necessary.  The project was properly noticed 
and one proposal was received, and the cost has been determined to be reasonable 
by City staff. 
 

After hearing no further comments from the Council or the public, 
Councilmember  Azevedo moved to Award the Contract for the City Hall Parking Lot 
to Ken Bowen Construction Company for an Amount not to exceed $10,777.  Motion 
seconded by Councilmember Fulcher.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor 
Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
9. Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding Resolution 08-18 -  Appointing 
the City Administrator to represent the City in a risk management pool called the 
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Small Cities Organized Risk Effort (SCORE) for insurance purposes.   By joining with 
other small jurisdictions in a funding pool for insurance, the liability for individual 
claims is shared among the members. This provides for lower insurance costs.  To 
participate, the City must appoint a representative who will attend five mandatory 
meetings throughout the year.    After hearing no comments from the Council or the 
public, Councilmember  Azevedo moved to Adopt Resolution 08-18 Appointing the 
City Administrator, James Manning, as the City’s SCORE Representative.  Motion 
seconded by Councilmember Johnson.  Motion carried by the following vote:  

Ayes: Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor 
Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
10. Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding Resolution 08-16 – An Identity 
Theft Prevention Program.  This program stems from a requirement of the Fair and 
Accurate Credit Transaction Act of 2003, section 114, as implemented by the Red 
Flag Rules, 16 C.F.R. § 681.2, issued by the Federal Trade Commission.  The 
program was created to identify patterns, practices, and specific activities that 
indicate the possible existence of identity theft, referred to as “Red Flags”. After 
hearing no further comments from the Council or public, Councilmember Barker                
moved to Adopt Resolution 08-16 an Identity Theft Prevention Program.  Motion 
seconded by Councilmember Azevedo.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor 
Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

                           
11. Mayor Ash declares time for reports. 

 
City Attorney:  Nothing to report. 

  
City Clerk: Will be attending the 2008 City Clerk’s New Law & 

Election Seminar December 3-5 in Anaheim, CA. 
  

City Treasurer: Not present. 
 

12. Mayor Ash declares time for Council Reports and Committee Updates: 
 

Councilmember Azevedo: Gave updates on committees and projects.   
 

Councilmember Fulcher: Gave updates on committees and projects.   
 

Councilmember Johnson: Nothing to report.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Barker: Gave updates on committees and projects.   
 
Mayor Ash: Gave updates on committees and projects. 

 
 
 
 



Minutes, November 12, 2008 
Page 5 of 10 

13. Mayor Ash declares time for Staff General Reports and Discussion. 
 

City Administrator:    Gave updates on Northview Park, Valley 
Vista Park, road striping project, Ruggieri Way/new motel, and swimming pool 
project.  
 
City Finance Officer: Nothing to report. 

 
Police Chief /Code Enforcement: Gave department report. Also publicly 

thanked Councilmember Azevedo for 
his years in service to the City and his 
involvement with the Police 
Department.    

  
Fire Chief: No longer present. 

 
Public Works: Nothing to report. 

 
Mayor Ash adjourns the meeting at 8:05pm to reconvene in Regular Session on 
Wednesday, December 10th, 2008 at the hour of 6:00pm. 
 

  
            Approved:  _________________________ 
                 Patricia Ash, Mayor 
 
 Attest: __________________________ 
                     Rene L. Miles, City Clerk 
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