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 Williams City Council Minutes 
810 E Street / P.O. Box 310, Williams, CA 95987 

 
Joint Meeting of the City Council and the  
Williams Public Financing Corporation 

December 10, 2008 
Minutes 

 
The City Council of the City of Williams and the Williams Public Financing 
Corporation met the 10th day of December, 2008 at the hour of 6:00pm.  
 
1. ROLL CALL: 

 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Mark Azevedo, Don Barker, Angela Fulcher, 
Eddie Johnson, Mayor Patricia Ash, and new Councilmember John J. 
Troughton, Jr. replaced outgoing Councilmember Mark Azevedo at 6:25 p.m. 

 
ABSENT: None. 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   
 James Manning, City Administrator 

   James Saso, Chief of Police  
   Jeff Gilbert, Fire Chief 
   Wes Goforth, Public Works Director 

Rene Miles, City Clerk 
   Ann Siprelle, City Attorney 
   Patricia Cervantes, City Finance Director 
   Sally Barker, City Treasurer 
   
   Others:  See attached Sign-In Sheet. 
 
 

2.  Mayor Ash opened the meeting at 6:00pm leading with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

  
   

At this time, Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding two matters: 
a. Clarification of Item #15 on the Agenda.  At the City Attorney’s 

recommendation, Resolution 08-24 was split into two resolutions 
and is now Resolution 08-24 and 08-25; copies of these revised 
resolutions were provided to Council just prior to the meeting and 
also were filed in the Public Copy of the Agenda Packet located in 
City Hall. 

b. Mr. Manning requested Council’s approval to add two items to the 
agenda that were of an urgent nature due to the need to fill two 
vacant positions, Disbursement Clerk and Revenue Clerk, 
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immediately.  After hearing no comments from the Council or 
public, Councilmember Johnson moved to approve the addition of 
Item #19 – Authorize the City Administrator to Hire Eileen Niblack for 
the Position of Disbursement Clerk at Step A, and Item #20 Authorize 
the City Administrator to hire Anahi Garcia for the Position of 
Revenue Clerk at Step B to this Agenda.  Motion seconded by 
Councilmember Azevedo.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

 
Ayes:   Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 

Mayor Ash. 
Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

   
 

3.   Mayor Ash declared time for a period of public comment. 
 
Mr. George Lewis , 1145 H Street, Williams, submitted written comments (see 
attached Exhibit A) to the Council and spoke to the Council regarding his 
concern about the excessive trash problem in the City and his clean up efforts, 
along with some steps he would like the City to take in regards to this 
problem.   
 
Mr. Ron Simmons, PO Box 999, Williams, commented on the recent street 
projects and the downtown holiday lighting conveying the spirit of Christmas.     
 
After hearing no further comments from the public, Mayor Ash closed the 
period of public comment. 
 

4.   Mayor Ash declared time for approval of the Consent Agenda Items a-c. 
Councilmember Johnson had concerns about the Minutes in general and asked for 
clarification about what material is recorded in the Minutes in regards to what is 
said during a meeting.  The City Clerk responded.  Councilmember Barker moved 
to approve the Consent Agenda as is.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Azevedo.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor 
Ash. 

Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
5.   Mayor Ash presented Resolution 08-19 Recognizing Councilmember Mark 
Azevedo for his Service to the City of Williams.  Mayor Ash read Resolution 08-19 
aloud.   
 

After hearing no comments from the Council or the public, Councilmember 
Barker moved to adopt Resolution 08-19.  Motion seconded by Councilmember  
Fulcher.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor 
Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 
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6.   Mr. Manning addressed the Council and introduced Resolution 08-20 
Declaring the Results of the General Municipal Election on November 4, 2008 and 
setting forth a Statement of Election Results. 
 

After hearing no comments from the Council or the public, Councilmember 
Azevedo moved to adopt Resolution 08-20.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Johnson.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Azevedo, Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor 
Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
Councilmember Mark Azevedo then vacated his seat on the Council. 
 
7.    City Clerk, Rene Miles, was sworn-in earlier today by the Colusa County 
Assistant County Clerk, Rose I. Gallo-Vasquez, due to the County Clerk not being 
available for tonight’s meeting.  Rene Miles will serve a 4-year term as the elected 
City Clerk.  
 
8. City Clerk, Rene Miles, swore-in the new City Treasurer, Sally Barker, and 
presented a Certificate of Election from the County Clerk’s office.  Sally Barker will 
serve a 4-year term as the elected City Treasurer. 

 
9. City Clerk, Rene Miles, swore-in the new City Councilmembers, Don Barker 
and John J. Troughton, Jr. and presented them each with a Certificate of Election 
from the County Clerk’s office.  Each Councilmember will serve a 4-year term.  

 
10.   Election of Officers: 

a. Mayor:   Councilmember Fulcher nominated Mayor Ash for another term 
as Mayor.  Councilmember Troughton, Jr. seconded the nomination.  
Councilmember Johnson then nominated Councilmember Barker for 
Mayor.  Councilmember Barker seconded the nomination. 

   
Mayor Ash was elected for another term as Mayor by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Fulcher, and Mayor Ash. 

       Noes: Councilmembers Barker and Johnson. 
Abstain: None. 

 
b. Mayor Pro-Tem:  Councilmember Johnson nominated Mayor Pro-Tem 

Barker for another term as Mayor Pro-Tem.  Mayor Pro-Tem Barker             
seconded the nomination.  The vote was two in favor of and three opposed: 

 
Ayes: Councilmembers Barker and Johnson. 

       Noes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Fulcher, and Mayor Ash. 
      Abstain: None. 
 

Mayor Ash nominated Councilmember Fulcher for Mayor Pro-Tem.  
Councilmember Fulcher seconded the nomination.  Councilmember 
Fulcher was elected Mayor-Pro Tem by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Fulcher, and Mayor Ash. 

       Noes: Councilmembers Barker and Johnson. 
      Abstain: None. 
 

11. Mr. Manning introduced Resolution 08-21 Authorizing Access to the City Safe 
Deposit Box by the City Administrator and the City Finance Officer.   
 
 Councilmember Johnson inquired regarding adding a third person to the 
signature card.  Councilmember Fulcher suggested that the City Treasurer be the 
third person on the signature card.   

 
After hearing no further comment from the Council or the public, 

Councilmember  Fulcher moved to adopt Resolution 08-21, Authorizing Access to the 
City Safe Deposit box by the City Administrator, the City Finance Officer, and the 
City Treasurer.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Troughton, Jr.  Motion carried 
by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Fulcher, Troughton,Jr. and Mayor Ash. 
 Noes:  Johnson. 

Abstain: Barker due to conflict of interest. 
 

12. Mr. Manning introduced Resolution 08-22 Authorizing the City Administrator 
and the City Finance Officer to Sign for the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 
Account, which would enable the City Administrator and the City Finance Officer to 
conduct transactions for the LAIF account. 

 
After hearing no comment from the Council or the public, Councilmember 

Fulcher moved to adopt Resolution 08-22.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Barker.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
13. Mr. Manning introduced Resolution 08-23 Authorizing the City Council- 
members and City Administrator to Sign for the U.S. Bank Account.  Councilmember 
Troughton, Jr. inquired regarding the need for Council approval prior to bank 
transactions.  Mr. Manning responded.   

 
After hearing no comment from the Council or the public, Councilmember 

Barker moved to adopt Resolution 08-23.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Troughton, Jr.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
  

14.  Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding Authorizing a Change in the 
Use of Funds Designated for the Preparation of the Colusa County Enterprise Zone 
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Application to be used for the Preparation of an Economic Development Plan for 
Colusa County.    
 
 After hearing no comments from the Council or public, Councilmember Barker         
moved to Authorize a Change in the Use of Funds Designated for the Preparation of 
the County Enterprise Zone Application to be used for the Preparation of an 
Economic Development Plan for Colusa County.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Johnson.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
  

Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
15.  Mr. Manning introduced Resolution 08-24 and explained that it was necessary 
to split this resolution into two separate resolutions, Resolution 08-24 and 
Resolution 08-25, on recommendation from the City Attorney. 
 
 Resolution 08-24, is a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Williams, 
California Regarding the Receipt of Financial Assistance from the State Water 
Resources Control Board for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 

Resolution 08-25, is a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Williams, 
California Regarding an Application for Financial Assistance from the State Water 
Resources Control Board for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 

After hearing no comments from the Council or public, Councilmember 
Troughton, Jr. moved to adopt Resolutions 08-24 and 08-25.  Motion seconded by 
Councilmember Barker.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
 

Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
16.  Mr. Manning addressed the Council and public regarding Accepting the Prop 
1B Street Improvements as Complete.   
 
 After hearing no comments from the Council or the public, Councilmember 
Fulcher moved to Accept the Prop 1B Street Improvements as Complete and a 
Certificate of Completion will be recorded.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Barker.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Councilmembers Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, Troughton,Jr. and 

Mayor Ash. 
 Noes:  None. 

Abstain: None. 
 

17. Chief Saso addressed the Council regarding Consideration of Approval of a 
Dispatch Services Agreement with the County of Colusa, allowing for an updated 
agreement with the County of Colusa for Dispatch Services. 
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 After hearing no comments from the Council or the public, Councilmember 
Barker moved to Approve the Dispatch Services Agreement with the County of Colusa 
through June 30, 2009.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Troughton, Jr.  Motion 
carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

 Noes:  None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
18. Mr. Manning addressed the remaining members of the Williams Public 
Financing Corporation for approval of the November 12, 2008 Special Meeting 
minutes.   
 
 After hearing no comments from the Board or the public, Boardmember 
Fulcher moved to Approve the Minutes of the November 12, 2008 Special Meeting of 
the Williams Public Financing Corporation.  Motion seconded by Boardmember 
Barker.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
 Ayes:  Boardmembers Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor Ash. 
 Noes:  None. 

Abstain: Boardmember Troughton, Jr. due to being newly elected and not 
present as a boardmember at that meeting. 

               
19. Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding Authorizing the City 
Administrator to Hire Eileen Niblack for the Position of Disbursement Clerk at Step 
A.  After hearing no comments from the Council or public, Councilmember Johnson 
moved to Authorize the City Administrator to Hire Eileen Niblack for the Position of 
Disbursement Clerk at Step A, effective January 5, 2009.  Motion seconded by 
Councilmember Fulcher.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
 Ayes:  Councilmembers Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor Ash. 
 Noes:  None. 

Abstain: Boardmember Troughton, Jr. due to being newly elected with no 
prior knowledge of this Item. 

 
20. Mr. Manning addressed the Council regarding Authorizing the City 
Administrator to Hire Anahi Garcia for the Position of Revenue Clerk at Step B.  After 
hearing no comments from the Council or public, Councilmember Barker moved to 
Authorize the City Administrator to hire Anahi Garcia for the Position of Revenue 
Clerk at Step B, effective January 5, 2009.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Johnson.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
   Ayes:  Councilmembers Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and Mayor Ash. 
 Noes:  None. 

Abstain: Boardmember Troughton, Jr. due to being newly elected with no 
prior knowledge of this Item. 

 
21. Mayor Ash declares time for reports. 

 
City Attorney:  Nothing to report. 

  
City Clerk: Attended the 2008 City Clerk’s New Law & Election 

Seminar December 3-5 in Anaheim, CA.   
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City Treasurer: Nothing to report. 
 

 
22. Mayor Ash declares time for Council Reports and Committee Updates: 
 

Councilmember Troughton, Jr.: Followed up with statement to the public 
regarding Mr. Anil Patel’s concerns from the 
last Council meeting which addressed City 
water issues.  

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Fulcher: Gave updates on committees and projects.   

 
Councilmember Johnson: Nothing to report.   
 
Councilmember Barker: Gave updates on committees and projects.   
 
Mayor Ash: Gave updates on committees and projects.  

Also thanked City employees and members 
of the public who were involved with setting 
up the site for the Christmas Tree lighting for 
the Festival of Lights parade.   

 
23. Mayor Ash declares time for Staff General Reports and Discussion. 

 
City Administrator:    Gave updates on current projects.  Also, 
Councilmember Barker inquired regarding a City Event Policy and asked that 
Mr. Manning further investigate the development of a policy regarding City 
events, which would include city costs.  Councilmember Barker also presented 
written comments and asked that the attached Exhibit B be made part of the 
permanent record. 
 
City Finance Officer: Nothing to report. 

 
Police Chief /Code Enforcement: Thanked the City officials who 

attended the D.A.R.E. graduation.  
Also announced that the new Police 
Station will be hosting an Open House 
on January 9th from 10am-2pm, with 
a ribbon cutting at 11am.    Chief 
Saso also thanked Sally Barker for 
volunteering to help with the Open 
House. 

  
Fire Chief: Not present. 

 
Public Works: Gave department report.  

Councilmember Troughton, Jr. 
commented on the recent striping 
project, and while it is an 
improvement, Mr. Troughton, Jr. 
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mentioned that some of the parking 
spots are too close to the intersections 
and it presents a driving hazard which 
should be addressed. 

 
Mayor Ash adjourns the meeting at 7:18pm to reconvene in Regular Session on 
Wednesday, January 14th, 2008 at the hour of 6:00pm. 
 

  
            Approved:  _________________________ 
                 Patricia Ash, Mayor 
 
 Attest: __________________________ 
                     Rene L. Miles, City Clerk 
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