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 Williams City Council Minutes 
810 E Street / P.O. Box 310, Williams, CA 95987 

 
Regular Meeting of the City Council 

March 11, 2009 
Minutes 

 
The City Council of the City of Williams met the 11th day of March, 2009 at the hour 
of 6:00pm.  
 
1. ROLL CALL: 

 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers John Troughton Jr., Don Barker, Angela Fulcher, 
Eddie Johnson, and Mayor Patricia Ash.    

 
ABSENT: None. 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   
 James Manning, City Administrator 
 Ann Siprelle, City Attorney 

   James Saso, Chief of Police  
   Wes Goforth, Director of Public Works 

Rene Miles, City Clerk 
         

Others:  David Miles, David Guttman, Belinda Titus, Peter Rodrigues, 
Peter Garcia, Twila Garcia, Sunny Bhim, Sarvan Singh, Pamm Stadick. 

 
2.  Mayor Ash opened the meeting at 6:00pm leading with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  
3. Mayor Ash declared time for a period of public comment. 

 
Mr. George Lewis addressed the Council regarding graffiti removal within the 

City, submitted attached Exhibit A for the record, and urged the Council to address 
this issue. 
 
       Ms. Pamm Stadick addressed the Council regarding the property commonly 
known as “Garrison’s” located at 609 E Street in Williams.  Ms. Stadick requested 
that the Council consider a parking variance so she could obtain a current business 
license and make it possible to resume business at that location.  Mayor Ash 
inquired regarding this and the City Administrator responded by stating that Ms. 
Stadick would need to bring this issue before the Planning Commission for approval.  
City Attorney, Ann Siprelle, added that if her request was denied by the Planning 
Commission, Ms. Stadick could appeal the denial to the City Council, but if it was 
approved there would be no need to bring the issue back to the City Council.  Ms. 
Stadick’s comments, as well as permission granted for the use of two parking spaces 
by a neighboring business are entered into the record as attached Exhibit B.   
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 Mr. David Guttman addressed the Council to request that the City put a stop 
sign and cross walk at the corner of 10th and C Streets, due to safety issues with 
children from nearby schools and the elderly from a nearby residential care home.  
Mayor Ash inquired regarding this and Mr. Manning indicated that he would work 
with the Police Chief to complete a traffic study to determine necessity.  Mr. Guttman 
submitted a petition signed by 13 local residents to be entered into the record as 
attached Exhibit C.     

 
After hearing no further comments, Mayor Ash closed the period of public 

comment. 
 

4. Mayor Ash declared time for approval of the Consent Agenda Items a and b.  
No Treasurer’s report was available this month.  Councilmember Fulcher                
moved to approve the Consent Agenda as is.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 
Barker.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Troughton Jr., Barker, Fulcher, and Mayor 
Ash. 

Noes: None. 
Abstain: Councilmember Johnson due to being absent from the prior 

meeting. 
    

5.  Ms. Aguayo addressed the Council and public regarding Ordinance 170-09 
Amendment to Chapter 17.36, 17.40, 17.44, and 17.48 of the Williams Municipal 
Code regarding maximum building heights.  This ordinance would amend 
maximum building height to 60 feet, to accommodate buildings up to four stories 
high. This is made possible due to the Williams Fire Department’s purchase of a 
new ladder truck.  A public hearing was properly noticed.   
 
Mayor Ash opened a public hearing.  After hearing no comments from the public,  
Mayor Ash closed the public hearing.   
 
Councilmember Barker moved to read by title only, waive further reading and adopt 
Ordinance 170.09.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Johnson                 
Motion carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. 
 

6.  Ms. Aguayo addressed the Council and public regarding the applicants for the     
two Planning Commission vacancies, Ed Davis and David Miles.  Both applicants 
met the requirements. Councilmember Troughton, Jr. inquired whether or not Mr. 
Miles would have a conflict of interest being a volunteer with the Fire Department, 
and it was determined by Mr. Manning and Ms. Siprelle that a conflict of interest 
would not exist by having Mr. Miles on the Planning Commission.  It was moved by 
Councilmember Troughton, Jr. and seconded by Councilmember Johnson to 
appoint Ed Davis and David Miles to the Planning Commission, each for four-year 
terms.  Motion carried by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Councilmembers Troughton, Jr., Barker, Fulcher, Johnson, and 
Mayor Ash. 

Noes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

 
 After being appointed, David Miles took the Oath of Office and was sworn in by 
the City Clerk.  Ed Davis was not present at this meeting, so he will be sworn in 
before participating in the next Planning Commission meeting. 
 
7. Mayor Ash declares time for reports. 

 
City Attorney:  Nothing to report. 

  
City Clerk: Council Handbook draft almost complete; it will be ready 

for first review within the next 1-2 weeks. 
  

City Treasurer: Not present. 
 

8. Mayor Ash declares time for Council Reports and Committee Updates: 
 

Councilmember Troughton Jr.: Gave updates on committees and projects. 
 

Councilmember Barker: Gave updates on committees and projects.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Fulcher: Nothing to report. 

 
Councilmember Johnson: Gave updates on committees and projects. 
 
Mayor Ash: Gave updates on committees and projects.  

Also, Mayor Ash thanked Morningstar 
Packing Co. for being so involved with the 
community. 

 
9. Mayor Ash declares time for Staff General Reports and Discussion. 

 
City Administrator:    Gave updates on business and projects.  
After inquiring about the salary survey that should have been completed by 
now, Mayor Ash requested that Ann Siprelle, City Attorney, follow up with the 
agency that is performing the survey for results.   
 
City Finance Officer: Not present. 

 
Police Chief /Code Enforcement: Report given by Chief Saso.  Also, 
Chief Saso requested that Council consider recognizing Officer Renea Garcia 
for his achievements with local youth and involvement in the community. 
Mayor Ash requested that Renea Garcia be recognized at the next Council 
Meeting and directed the City Clerk to add it to the agenda for next month.  In 
addition, Chief Saso announced that a Police Community Meeting will be held  
April 2nd at 7:00pm at City Hall.  
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Fire Chief: Report given by Councilmember 
Barker. 

 
Public Works: Report given by Wes Goforth.   
 
 

 
Mayor Ash adjourned the Open Session at 6:43pm to reconvene in Closed Session 
immediately following.   
 
CLOSED SESSION started at 6:45pm. 
 
Council returned from Closed Session at 7:25pm. There was no announcement 
following the Closed Session.  
 
Mayor Ash adjourned the meeting at 7:25pm. 
 
 

 
            Approved:  _________________________ 
                Patricia Ash, Mayor 
 
 Attest: __________________________ 
                     Rene L. Miles, City Clerk 
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