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General Plan Update Process
Community Symposium / Small Group Sessions
Review of City documents and field work
Establishment of GPAC
Background Report 
Draft Land Use Scenarios
Draft General Plan Elements 

Land Use, Safety, Public Facilities, Open Space / 
Conservation, Noise, Circulation, Housing
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General Plan Update Process
GPAC review and recommendation of Elements
Environmental Analysis (EIR)
Public Review period of Draft EIR
Planning Commission review and recommendation of 
Draft General Plan and Draft EIR
City Council review and adoption of General Plan and 
EIR
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Background Report
Examine existing physical conditions, regulatory 
requirements, and existing plans and policies
Community Profile
Economy
Land Use
Natural Resources
Infrastructure and Utilities
Public Services and Facilities
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Community Profile
Historic Growth based on population

1970   1,571 people
1990 2,297 people
2000 3,670 people
2009 5,287 people

32% annual growth over last 40 years
40% residents in 1990 with Hispanic or Latino origin
Over 30% residents are under 18 years old
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Economy
Diverse distribution of occupations
Highest percentage of jobs in the service industry

Healthcare, law enforcement, fire protection, food 
preparation, building maintenance and personal care

Lowest income level in Colusa County
40% travel 30 minutes or more to work
Agriculture is leading industry in Williams
Healthcare and education next largest industries
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Existing Land Use
14 Land Use Categories

5 Residential Designations
3 Commercial Designations
2 Manufacturing Designations
Open Space, Agricultural Exclusive, Urban Reserve, and 
Public Use

Use‐based land use with hierarchy
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Natural Resources
Soils 

Finely textured, clay soils with slow water infiltration 
and transmission

Topography
Flat with gentle slope from southwest to northeast

Parks 
5 local parks maintained by City Public Works
Municipal Pool
Sacramento Valley Museum
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Natural Resources
Water

Surface – Freshwater Creek Basin
Salt Creek and Glenn Colusa Canal
Ground – Sacramento River Groundwater Basin

Special‐Status Species
Giant Garter Snake, Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp, 
Tricolored Blackbird and Swainson’s Hawk
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Infrastructure and Utilities
Storm Drainage

Overland sheet flow
2 existing detention basins
2007 Storm Drainage Master Plan
Salt Creek flooding

Wastewater Collection and Treatment
1,250 connections serving both residential and 
commercial 
Treatment plant is currently being upgrade to tertiary 
with build‐out capacity of 1.0 MGD

May 24, 2010 Background Report / Land Use Scenarios



Infrastructure and Utilities
Water Storage and Distribution

2,100 meters
100,000 gallon elevated water storage tank
3 active and 2 standby groundwater wells
Runs at 90% capacity

May 24, 2010 Background Report / Land Use Scenarios



Infrastructure and Utilities
Transportation

Roadway Network
Classifications (arterial, collector and local)
Level of Service

Truck Access
National Network (I‐5) and Terminal Access (SR 20)

Transit Service 
Colusa County Dial‐A Ride program

Railroad
Freight service  

Airport
Williams Soaring Center, Colusa County Airport, Sacramento 
International
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Public Services and Facilities
Fire Protection

Williams Fire Protection Authority
135 square miles covered
Combination of full‐time staff and volunteers

Police Protection
City of Williams Police Department

Educational Facilities
Williams Unified School District (1,200 students)
Elementary, Middle and High School plus Continuation 
High School
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Land Use Scenarios
Projected 2030 population
Represent low, medium and high rates of growth

Low 7,664 persons
Medium 9,822 persons
High 12,048 persons

2009 population estimate of 5,287
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Land Use Scenarios
Distinguishing Community Character

Land Use = use of land
Community Character = “look and feel”

Intensity of development
Arrangement of buildings and parking areas
Use and preservation of open space
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Land Use Scenario A
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Land Use Scenario B
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Land Use Scenario C

May 24, 2010 Background Report / Land Use Scenarios


	City of Williams 
	General Plan Update Process
	General Plan Update Process
	Background Report
	Community Profile
	Economy
	Existing Land Use
	Natural Resources
	Natural Resources
	Infrastructure and Utilities
	Infrastructure and Utilities
	Infrastructure and Utilities
	Public Services and Facilities
	Land Use Scenarios
	Land Use Scenarios
	Land Use Scenario A
	Land Use Scenario B
	Land Use Scenario C

